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APIS indicative critical load values: 
Recommended values within nutrient nitrogen critical load ranges for use in air pollution impact 
assessments

Introduction

Recommended values
Habitat type
(EUNIS code)

Critical 
load (CL)

range

(kgN/ha/yr)

Modifying factors from 
UNECE expert 

workshop

Recommended 
value for use in 
detailed impact 

assessment
(kgN/ha/yr)

Explanation

Marine habitats

Coastal habitats



Inland surface waters



Mire, bog and fen 
habitats



Grasslands and tall forb 
habitats

Moist & wet oligotrophic 
grasslands:

Molinia caerulea 



Juncus
Nardus Stricta

Heathland, scrub & 
tundra

Northern wet heaths

Calluna



Erica tetralix

Forest habitats (general)
Use if not one of specific 
forests in section below

Note - if the site is designated for other features, such are rare 
plants in woodland rides, it may also be necessary to apply a 
critical load representative of that habitat (e.g. a grassland or 
heathland critical load).



Forest habitats (specific)

Fagus

Quercus

Quercus

Pinus sylvestris

Note - if the site is designated for other features, such are rare 
plants in woodland rides, it may also be necessary to apply a 
critical load representative of that habitat (e.g. a grassland or 
heathland critical load).
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Annex 1: Principles of the approach
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Annex 2: UK mapping value



et al., 

Annex 3: Coastal stable dunes grasslands

Annex 4: Moist to wet dune slacks

Potentilla anserina–Carex nigra

Annex 5: Inland surface waters


